
This article has been accepted for inclusion in a future issue of this journal. Content is final as presented, with the exception of pagination.

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON GEOSCIENCE AND REMOTE SENSING 1

Geoscience Data Provenance: An Overview
Liping Di, Senior Member, IEEE, Peng Yue, Senior Member, IEEE,

Hampapuram K. Ramapriyan, Senior Member, IEEE, and Roger L. King, Senior Member, IEEE

Abstract—The advancement of Earth observing sensors, data,
and information systems enhances significantly the capabilities
to access and process large volumes of geoscience data, which
are often consumed by scientific workflows and processed in a
distributed information environment. Consequently, data prove-
nance becomes important since it allows users to determine the
usability and reliability of data products. Motivation for cap-
turing and sharing provenance also comes from the distributed
data and information infrastructure that has been benefiting the
Earth science community in the past decade, such as spatial
data and information infrastructure, e-Science, and cyberinfras-
tructure. This paper provides an overview of geoscience data
provenance in supporting provenance-aware geoscience data and
information systems by summarizing state-of-the-art technologies
and methodologies of geoscience data provenance and highlight-
ing key considerations and possible solutions for geoscience data
provenance.

Index Terms—Cyberinfrastructure, geoprocessing workflow,
geoscience data provenance, geospatial service, lineage,
preservation.

I. INTRODUCTION

W ITH the advancement of sensor and platform technolo-
gies, the capability for collecting geospatial data has

increased significantly in recent years. More than 150 Earth
observation satellites are currently on orbits measuring the state
of the Earth system [1]. These satellites, together with countless
air-, land-, and water-based sensors and monitoring systems, are
generating large volumes of geospatial data. For example, the
data managed by the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA)’s Earth Observing System Data and Informa-
tion System (EOSDIS) are multiple petabytes in volume and
rapidly growing. In the meantime, data systems are evolving
to support science data processing and production of high-level
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data products automatically and archiving and distribution to a
diverse user community [2]. For example, from October 1, 2010
to September 30, 2011, the NASA EOSDIS alone served more
than 13 TBs of data per day to a community of over 1.2 million
users. The large volume and variety of Earth science data
are often consumed by scientific workflows involving multiple
complex geoprocessing steps in different contexts at different
times. Consequently, the scientific and application communities
are increasingly interested in the geoscience data provenance,
which provides the lineage of a data product, the important
information for users to determine the usability and reliability
of the product. In the science domain, the data provenance is
particularly important since scientists need to use such infor-
mation to determine the scientific validity of a data product and
to decide if such a product can be used as the basis for further
scientific analysis. It can be further used to address a series of
research issues, including transparency in data sharing and pro-
cessing, proper credits to data and algorithm contributors, inter-
operability, and reproducibility and trustworthiness of scientific
results.

Traditionally, Earth science data products are produced in the
science data centers with predetermined processing procedures
or workflows. In the distributed information infrastructure that
has been benefiting the geoscience community in the past
decade, such as spatial data and information infrastructure,
e-Science, and cyberinfrastructure, sensor observation data and
higher level derived products are generated, transformed, pub-
lished, and disseminated frequently. There can be a mix of
product generation using “standard” workflows and workflows
generated “on the fly.” In such a data-rich, network-based,
and diverse production environment, provenance information is
even more important since distributed services and inputs pro-
vided by diverse providers or sensors are engaged dynamically.
It is essential to track and share provenance in such a distributed
environment. This is further emphasized by fact that the U.S.
National Science Foundation (NSF) “Earth Cube” initiative has
identified provenance as a research priority in the development
of the geocyberinfrastructure [3].

This paper provides an overview of concepts, technologies,
and methodologies related to geoscience data provenance. It
will not only contribute to the understanding of data provenance
in the geospatial context but also provide possible solutions to-
ward provenance-aware applications in the geoscience domain.
The remainder of this paper is structured as follows. Section II
provides the definition of geoscience data provenance; Sec-
tion III outlines general considerations on provenance-aware
applications and summarizes a number of major works in the
literature; Section IV introduces related work on provenance
in the geoscience domain; and Section V identifies some key
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considerations for geoscience data provenance and discusses
possible solutions. Finally, Section VI discusses the conclu-
sions of this paper.

II. WHAT IS GEOSCIENCE DATA PROVENANCE?

The term provenance means the origin or source of some-
thing [4], [5]. In the context of a database system, data prove-
nance is defined as the description of the origins of a piece
of data and process by which it arrived in the database [6].
Such provenance for relational views in the database system
is referred to as a view data lineage problem, where the origin
of the data is associated with the base data items or tables and
the process is associated with the relational algebra operations
that yield the database view data [7]. In the context of scientific
workflow, data provenance records workflow processing steps
and their inputs/outputs that contribute to the production of the
final data products [8]. In the context of the Web, provenance
is information about entities, activities, and agents that are
involved in producing Web resources such as documents and
ontologies [9], [10].

Some of the earliest works on geospatial data provenance
can be traced back to the late 1980s or early 1990s. The
work by Lanter [11] referred to data provenance as the lineage
of map layers in a geographic information system (GIS). The
Spatial Data Transfer Standard of the Federal Geographic Data
Committee defined a lineage model for geospatial data. In
the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 19115
Geographic Information—Metadata (ISO 19115:2003) stan-
dard, the lineage of geospatial data is defined as “information
about the sources and production processes used in producing
a data set.” The production process could be a single step of
geoprocessing or a large aggregated geoprocessing. A detailed
lineage metadata model was defined in ISO 19115:2003 and
further expanded in ISO 19115-2:2009. Hereafter, in this paper,
the terms lineage and provenance are used interchangeable,
although lineage is often used in the context of ISO or other
geospatial domain standards.

For the purposes of this paper, we define geoscience data
provenance as the derivation history (lineage) of a geospatial
data product. The lineage could be in the workflow context,
Web context, or both. In conventional geoscience data archiving
and distribution systems, scientific workflows are used exten-
sively to produce Earth science data products. Examples of con-
tents in the lineage include algorithms used, the process steps
taken, the computing environment run, data source input to the
processes, the organization/person responsible for the product,
etc. From the emerging neogeography perspective [12], prove-
nance information includes the citizens’ map-making behavior
and various location-related sources or volunteered geographic
information involved in the crowdsourcing. In this context,
provenance can help track how data with various quality can be
synthesized to assure quality. In the Earth Observation Sensor
Web environment [13], when rich streams of various sensor
measurements are filtered, corrected, combined, and divided,
the provenance information such as sensors or observation
correction/processing chains can be used to enhance the fusion
of multisensor data.

III. PROVENANCE-AWARE APPLICATIONS—GENERAL

CONSIDERATIONS AND LITERATURE

Provenance has been addressed actively in the e-Science or
cyberinfrastructure in the past several years. The U.S. NSF task
force report on grand challenges for cyberinfrastructure sug-
gests that a robust persistent data infrastructure should include
the data provenance component [14]. There are several well-
known international forums on provenance, including the Inter-
national Provenance and Annotation Workshop (since 2002),
the Workshop on the Theory and Practice of Provenance (since
2009), the Provenance Challenge Workshop (2006–2010), and
the International Workshop on the Role of Semantic Web in
Provenance Management (since 2009). The World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C) Provenance Working Group is working on
defining a language for exchanging provenance information for
Web resources [15]. In the Earth science domain, there has
been also an increased interest in recent years on incorporating
provenance support in geoscience data systems, in particular,
the distributed data infrastructure. This is evidenced by studies
presented in the 2010 American Geophysical Union Infor-
matics Session on Encouraging and Enabling Transparency in
Science Data and the IEEE International Geoscience and Re-
mote Sensing Symposium (IGARSS) 2011 special session on
provenance in geoscience data. In addition, the Data Stew-
ardship Committee of the U.S. Federation of Earth Science
Information Partners (ESIP) is working toward proposing a
Provenance and Context Content Standard (PCCS) enumer-
ating items to be preserved along with data to ensure future
understanding and reproducibility.

Here, we outline the general considerations on provenance-
aware applications (Fig. 1). These considerations provide a
basis for understanding similarities and differences of available
provenance-aware applications and unify the terms used in the
rest of this paper.

A. General Considerations

1) Provenance Representation: Provenance systems in
different application domains have their own provenance re-
presentations tailored to their own specific needs. A
representation includes the model for provenance and its
implementation syntax. The model should allow dependence
relations to be tracked and possibly derived, among data
products and transformation processes. Some existing examples
of provenance models include the Open Provenance Model
[16], W3C PROV Data Model (PROV-DM) [9], and ISO 19115
lineage model.

2) Provenance Capturing: The provenance information
could be captured and recorded manually or automatically.
Instead of relying on manual work, it is particularly impor-
tant in the distributed information infrastructure to automate
the provenance capturing simply because of large volumes
of data and frequent processing in the open environment.
Automating provenance capture requires extending legacy ap-
plications with provenance capturing functions at either the
workflow engine or individual services to add provenance
annotations.
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Fig. 1. Overview of geoscience data provenance.

3) Provenance Storage: Provenance information, usually
considered as a part of metadata, can be tightly coupled with
the rest of the metadata. An existing metadata catalogue can
be used for storing and managing the provenance informa-
tion and providing the information to users with the data
products. It can also be managed using a separate storage
system, which may be called the provenance store. Both ap-
proaches should support the distributed storage of provenance
information.

4) Provenance Query: The design of the provenance query
should take into consideration the query interface, lan-
guage, and queryable and returnable provenance content.
The query interface specifies protocols and operations for
provenance queries. The query language, such as Structured
Query Language (SQL), provides a set of predicate and data
types. Queryable and returnable provenance content depends
on the model and representation of provenance information.
The implementation of the provenance query should support
dispatching queries to distributed provenance stores and linking
query results from multiple stores together before sending them
back to clients.

5) Provenance Visualization: Provenance visualization al-
lows general users to have a more informed understanding of
provenance information. It should support easy navigation be-
tween provenance and data products. Visualization of scientific
results can be combined with relevant provenance informa-
tion to help scientific users discover anomalies and evaluate
results.

6) Applications of Provenance: The application of prove-
nance is diverse. Simmhan et al. suggested a list of appli-
cations of provenance information: data quality, audit trail,

replication recipes, attribution, and informational [17]. Un-
derstanding data quality is the primary application of prove-
nance in scientific domains. The transformations and base data
included in the provenance information can assist users in
evaluating the quality of the data based on specific quality
metrics. Provenance can serve as a means to audit the trail
of execution and help locate errors or exceptions. An entire
workflow with detailed description of intermediate transfor-
mation steps, stored as the provenance information, can act
as a recipe to reproduce a particular data product on de-
mand instead of transporting or storing it. Attribution means
that the intellectual property of contributors or copyright can
be identified through provenance information. By interleav-
ing provenance information and products together, exploita-
tion and interpretation of geoscience products can be more
informative.

B. Existing Works

A number of existing works have contributed to methods on
provenance-aware applications [5], [17]–[19]. These methods
can be classified into four major categories: database, scripts,
services, and Semantic Web.

1) Database: Lineage in database concentrates on transfor-
mations, such as queries or functions, performed on the base
data, which ultimately create a view, a table, or a data item in a
database. Such transformations could be registered and inversed
to trace the lineage from a final data product back to its source.
For example, to update or delete a view, we can identify the
source tables by using inversions. Inversion method is identified
as a typical method for provenance applications in database
[6], [7].

2) Scripts: Scripts are widely used by scientific community
for data processing. Workflow scripts can compose executable
commands or scripts together to perform complex data analysis
functions. Their executions can be logged by scripting envi-
ronments and extended to construct provenance information
automatically for data products created by scripts. Example
provenance systems in script-based data processing environ-
ments include the virtual data grid system Chimera [20] and
Earth System Science Server [21].

3) Services: Service-oriented architecture (SOA) allows
distributed resources and applications to work together for
data processing and scientific discoveries. Individual services
can be chained together, for example, by using an industry-
wide service orchestration standard, the Web Services Business
Process Execution Language (BPEL for short). The BPEL
scripts can be executed by BPEL workflow engines. Prove-
nance information can be acquired by generating provenance
through workflow engines, aggregating provenance information
generated by each service, or a combination of the previous
two methods. A provenance-aware SOA has been proposed to
provide a framework for provenance recording, storing, and
querying [19].

4) Semantic Web: The emergence of Semantic Web tech-
nologies, including Resource Description Framework (RDF),
Web Ontology Language, and SPARQL Protocol and RDF
Query Language (SPARQL) and RDF Query Language,
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provides a way to connect data for more effective discovery and
integration and thus shows considerable promise for new ap-
proaches to data provenance [22]. For example, Chebotko et al.
propose a design of a relational RDF store for prove-
nance management [23]. Zhao et al. discuss how to an-
swer provenance-related questions when combining workflow
provenance, domain-specific annotations, and the Web of
Data [24].

IV. PROVENANCE-AWARE GEOSCIENCE APPLICATIONS

Some studies have been conducted for provenance-aware
applications in the geospatial domain. Each of them has its own
constraints and application context. We summarize them in the
following categories (Fig. 1).

A. GIS

Provenance applications in geoscience can be traced back to
some work on GIS in the early 1990s [11]. Lineage information
was recorded when performing spatial analyses on vector data
using commands in GIS software and can be used to support
analysis on error propagation [25]. Another example is Geo-
Opera, a geospatial extension to the Open Process Engine for
Reliable Activities, which provides lineage support to geospa-
tial workflows [26]. Wang et al. propose a provenance-aware
GIS architecture to record the spatial data provenance [27].
Yue et al. propose metadata tracking in geoprocessing work-
flows. Detailed metadata for geospatial data are generated and
propagated through a workflow [28]. These metadata provide
a context for the evaluation of the quality and reliability of
the geoprocessing data product, thus contributing to the data
provenance [29].

B. Earth Science Data System

The long-term preservation and curation of Earth science
data have been an important goal of various Earth science
data systems [30]–[32]. Provenance tracking is a key research
issue in achieving this goal [33]. It also improves the cred-
itability of data sets and ensures scientific reproducibility [34].
Frew and Bose added lineage-tracking support for remote
sensing data processing in a script-based environment [35].
Tilmes and Fleig discussed some general concerns of prove-
nance tracking for Earth science data processing systems [36].
Plale et al. described architectural considerations to support
provenance collection and management in geosciences [37].
To define specific types of information that should be pre-
served along with Earth science observational data, the Data
Stewardship Committee of ESIP is working toward propos-
ing a PCCS, which includes a list of items to capture the
provenance of products resulting from Earth science missions.
They are grouped into eight categories: Preflight/Preoperation
Calibration, Science Data Products, Science Data Product
Documentation, Mission Data Calibration, Science Data
Product Software, Science Data Product Algorithm Input,
Science Data Product Validation, and Science Data Software
Tools [38].

C. Geospatial Web Service

Conventional provenance applications in geoscience focus
on provenance capture, representation, and usage in a stand-
alone environment. They cannot support wide sharing and
open access of provenance information in a distributed en-
vironment. In a service-oriented distributed environment, the
data and processing utilities are becoming available as services,
and Web service technologies can significantly reduce data
and computing resources needed for the end-user to conduct
Earth science research [39]. Managing and serving prove-
nance information using the same service-oriented paradigm
now shows great promise and consistency with the existing
SOA. Di suggested the combination of ISO 19115 and ISO
19115-2 lineage information model for use in the Web service
workflow environment [40]. Yue et al. proposed an approach
to share geospatial provenance information using the Open
Geospatial Consortium (OGC) Catalogue Services for the Web
(CSW) standard [41]. These approaches fit well with the current
service stack of the geoinformatic domain and facilitate the
management of geospatial data provenance in an open and
distributed service environment. The OGC Web Processing
Service (WPS) Specification specifies the lineage element in
the request message of the “Execute” operation. In the OGC
Sensor Web Enablement standards, Sensor Model Language
can provide an explicit description of the process by which
an observation has been obtained (i.e., observation lineage). In
order to provide a more comprehensive investigation, the OGC
Web Services (OWS) Initiative—Phase 9 (OWS-9) included a
task on the catalogue for provenance and provenance encodings
in OGC services, such as Web Feature Service (WFS) and
WPS [42].

D. Earth Observation Sensor Web

Data provenance is also a critical issue in a Sensor Web
environment [43], [44]. Patni et al. presented a linked data
approach to model and query provenance associated with the
sensor data [45]. The sensor observations, encoded using the
OGC Observations and Measurements specification, are con-
verted into RDF and made available as the linked data. A sensor
provenance ontology creates links between observed phenom-
ena and the sensors involved and thus can answer provenance
queries such as finding sensors that recorded observations. In
sensor networks, Ledlie et al. used provenance to address the
naming and indexing issues in sensor data storage [46]. Park
and Heidemann proposed an approach to track sensornet data
in sensornet republishing, a process of transforming sensor
data [47].

V. KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR GEOSCIENCE DATA

PROVENANCE AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

The related studies described earlier help identify the specific
requirements of the geoscience domain that provenance-aware
applications should satisfy. The first one is the geoscience-
domain properties in data products. For example, modeling
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the provenance for geospatial data products must take into
consideration spatial and temporal properties and the relations
between them. Before using a geospatial data set of interests
in their applications, users may raise some questions, such as
the following: “How was the data set generated? What are the
source data and their spatial and temporal ranges? Is there an
error in the source data?” Spatial and temporal elements in
metadata standards such as ISO 19115 could provide a valuable
reference for space-time conceptualization and recording in the
provenance model.

Adopting a standard-based or community-consensus prove-
nance information model is important in geoscience domain. In
the Earth science domain, the ISO Technical Committee 211
has set metadata standards for geographic information, includ-
ing ISO 19115:2003—Geographic information–Metadata and
ISO 19115-2:2009–Geographic information–Metadata–Part 2:
Extensions for imagery and gridded data. The data quality pack-
age of ISO 19115:2003 defines lineage information classes and
subclasses. ISO 19115-2:2009 extends the ISO 19115:2003 lin-
eage model and provides additional metadata classes needed for
documenting provenance information in geoprocessing work-
flows. In addition, ISO 19130:2010—Imagery Sensor Models
for Geopositioning and ISO 19130-2:2012–Imagery Sensor
Models for Geopositioning–Part 2–Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR), Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar (InSAR),
Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR), and Sound Navigation
and Ranging (SONAR) define sensor metadata standards. The
sensor observation lineage, such as the process by which an
observation has been obtained, can be addressed by these sensor
metadata standards. The combination of lineage models in these
standards provides a comprehensive provenance information
model needed for the geoscience domain. The Reference Model
for an Open Archival Information System (OAIS) defines the
types of information needed for a full understanding of digital
data objects in general terms. The OAIS Reference Model
has been followed by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) in the development of the
Comprehensive Large Array-Data Stewardship System [30].
However, it is still not enough to address the entire suite of
information that must be preserved in order to ensure the
long-term usability of Earth science data. The PCCS is now
being addressed actively by the Data Stewardship Committee
of the U.S. ESIP Federation [38], [48]. The European Space
Agency’s Long-Term Data Preservation Working Group has de-
veloped a document detailing content that should be preserved
along with data and derived products resulting from Earth
observations [49].

Provenance models in the general information domain could
be extended in geoscience domain to provide an interopera-
ble solution for the provenance representation of geoscience
data products. The W3C Provenance Working Group is fi-
nalizing a generic provenance model that can accommodate
different perspectives of provenance such as agent-centered,
object-centered, and process-centered perspectives. The PROV-
DM defines both core structures and extended structures [9].
The core structures record the essence of provenance that
is commonly found by various domain-specific provenance
descriptions, and the extended structures add more expres-

sive capabilities to support advanced uses of provenance. An
interoperable provenance representation for geoscience do-
main could be achieved by extending PROV. A community
working group has been proposed in the 2012 NASA Earth
Science Data Systems Working Group meeting to develop an
Earth Science PROV Extension using extensibility points of
PROV [50].

A key issue involved in the provenance representation is the
data citation, which could include author(s), release date, title,
version, archive (and/or distributor), locator/identifier, access
data, and time [38]. Technologies for assigning persistent iden-
tifiers in data citation are available, such as Archival Resource
Keys (ARKs), Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs), Extensible
Resource Identifiers (XRIs), Handle System (Handles), Life
Science Unique Identifiers (LSIDs), Object Identifiers(OIDs),
Persistent Uniform Resource Locators (PURLs), Uniform
Resource Identifiers/Names/Locators (URIs/URNs/URLs), and
UUIDs (Universally Unique Identifiers). They can help resolve
metadata, including provenance and context information, for a
data product used in scientific research [51]. For example, the
Distributed Active Archive Center (DAAC) at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, one of 12 DAACs of NASA’s EOSDIS,
has been using DOIs to help users cite its data sets for a few
years. The EOSDIS Project has recently undertaken the task of
broadening the use of DOIs to most of the data sets held at the
DAACs [38].

Provenance could be captured at different levels of gran-
ularity. Some may require the provenance at the level of a
single data set (or called data granule). Others may need the
provenance at the level of data set collections. The represen-
tation of provenance may also have a level of granularity.
The common characteristics could be shared at a high level,
while the specifics would be represented at a low level. In
certain applications, provenance information may be required
at the level of pixels in image products. For example, in
vegetation time-series studies for the contiguous U.S., long-
term monthly normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI)
maximum value composite images can be generated from the
following two sources: the NOAA’s global Advanced Very
High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) NDVI (1981–2006)
from the Global Inventory Modeling and Mapping Studies
data set at a 15-day time step with a spatial resolution of
8 km and the monthly global Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) NDVI composites (2000–2012)
from NASA at a spatial resolution of 0.05◦. The AVHRR
NDVI could be processed in a consistent and quantitatively
comparable manner with the MODIS NDVI based on the
overlapping period of available data (2000–2006) for long-term
time-series studies. The final monthly composite NDVI data set
generated for U.S. thus has its spatial and temporal provenance
from both sources. People might even be interested in know-
ing the per-pixel provenance, i.e., where the maximum value
is from.

In the feature (vector)-based GIS, provenance could exist at
both the feature-type and feature-instance levels. In the OGC
OWS-9 testbed, conflation service is investigated, which can
combine geospatial features from different sources into an
integrated result. For example, it could compare two features
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from different data sources and update one feature by adopting
a specific conflation action such as adding attributes or updating
values from the other feature. Thus, at the feature-type level,
provenance includes the feature types from two data sources,
while at the feature-instance level, both source features and
conflation actions can be tracked as the provenance. Both
levels can be recorded with the ISO lineage model. In the
ISO 19115:2003, lineage is described using the combination
of sources and process steps. ISO 19115-2:2009 extends the
lineage model in ISO 19115:2003 to add support on recording
intermediate sources, processing chains, parameters, and algo-
rithms. The ISO 19139:2007 defines the implementation XML
schema, where the role value of scope in lineage encodings
could be “data set,” “featureType,” or “feature,” respectively.
At the feature-type level, sources are encoded as citations
to feature types, and process steps are citations to specific
geoprocessing services. In the feature-instance level, sources
are citations to specific WFS features, and process steps include
specific conflation parameters applied.

Most of the existing legacy data systems do not support
data provenance. Therefore, another consideration is how to
support data provenance in the legacy systems in a systematic
and scalable way, e.g., how to support provenance in the cur-
rent NASA EOSDIS systems. Another example is the OGC
services and standards. Is there any way to incorporate the
provenance support in the OWS standards stack? A review
and framework for provenance-aware SOA is available in [19],
showing considerable promise for provenance-aware geospatial
applications in the cyberinfrastructure. Taking OWS as an ex-
ample, provenance could be supported and interchanged among
various existing services in the following way. Provenance is
captured using the geoprocessing services (WPS). It is stored
in a data-providing service such as WFS. Data set/feature-
type level provenance is registered in a metadata catalogue
(CSW), and feature level provenance is managed by WFS. The
provenance tracking clients interact with the catalogue service
using the CSW interface. The catalogue service processes
lineage requests at the data set/feature-type level through the
lineage associations such as ancestor relations stored in the
metadata database [41]. Once provenance tracking clients are
interested in the feature-level provenance, it interacts with a
WFS to locate the lineage element in a feature. Thus, the
catalogue focuses on the provenance management at the data
set/feature-type level, while WFS is used to manage the lin-
eage information at the feature-instance level. The catalogue
supports the lineage tracking to its ancestors, such as the parent
of parent, while a WFS only supports the feature lineage
tracking to its parent. This means that if a client wants to
find the parent of parent of a feature instance, it will combine
the distributed WFSs and CSW to accomplish this goal. The
interchange of provenance information among these services
and clients follows the lineage information model specified
by ISO.

In a Sensor Web environment, data provenance is particularly
difficult [43]. First, the volumes of sensor data could be very
large, and it is sometimes not practical to store all of them.
Some data are typically thrown away after initial fusion or
aggregation. Second, the sensor data often go through complex

steps of filtering, correction, aggregation, and division, making
provenance tracking to the origins nearly impossible. When
extended with the social dimension such as citizens as sensors
[52], the provenance tracking and quality assurance are even
more complicated. More investigations are needed in this area.

VI. CONCLUSION

Geoscience data provenance is an essential part of geo-
science data management and processing. It has become a
fundamental issue in establishing the trustworthy geoscience
information infrastructure. This paper discusses the current
state of the art in geoscience data provenance, including the
concept of geoscience data provenance, application contexts
of provenance, general considerations and technologies in
developing provenance-aware applications, and methods and
applications of geoscience data provenance. This paper sug-
gests that, by adopting standard-based provenance information
model, it is possible to achieve the interoperability among
provenance for scientific products in geoscience disciplines. It
also reveals that granularity of provenance must be considered
for specific geoscience application contexts and in existing
systems. The key considerations discussed in this paper offer
a guideline and direction for the future study of this subject.
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